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A night 
to remember

The Santiago Bernabéu stadium will 
host the charity event Plácido en el 
Alma, a tribute concert to the opera 
singer Plácido Domingo, honorary 
member of the club. A voice that sings 
to the world of Real Madrid, and which 
can be enjoyed live on June 29th.

Presentation of the charity concert Plácido en el Alma, 
in support of the social sports schools in Mexico

The countdown is underway for the charity 
concert Plácido en el Alma, to take place on  
June 29th this year in the Santiago 

Bernabéu stadium. A tribute to the opera singer 
and honorary member of Real Madrid, which at the 
same time will raise funds for Real Madrid’s social 
sports schools in Mexico. A unique, historic chance 
to enjoy the voice of Plácido Domingo, 
accompanied by other musicians and artists, such 
as David Bisbal, Andrea Bocelli, Il Volo, Sara Baras, 
Pablo Alborán, Bertín Osborne, Ara Malikian, José 
María Cano and the participation of the Teatro Real 
Orchestra. The build-up began officially on 9 
December last year, with the Real Madrid 
Foundation presenting, in the presidential suite of 
the Santiago Bernabéu, the charity concert, 
Plácido en el Alma, with Real Madrid president 
Florentino Pérez in attendance.

A once in a lifetime concert
During his speech the club president welcomed 
Plácido Domingo “to his home” and commented this 
about the singer: “We’re here with the leading tenor 
of his generation to announce an incredible event 
in recognition of the career of one of the greats. 
We’re talking about a spectacular event, one we 
guarantee will be magical: a huge and more than 
deserved tribute to Plácido Domingo in his 75th 
birthday. It will be an incredible concert, one which 
is inspired by solidarity, with all the funds going to 
promote and develop the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
social sports schools in Mexico, in which Plácido 
himself acts as a patron.” 

The Real Madrid president talked at various 
points about the passion Plácido Domingo has 
professed for the club’s colours: “I know all too  
well that no matter where you are, in any part of the 
world, your thoughts are always with Real Madrid. 
Thank you, because your voice always sings to the 
world of Real Madrid. For us you are  
a constant inspiration. Plácido, you are, and always 
will be, in our hearts.” 

During his intervention, the opera singer 
thanked himself Florentino Peréz’ words, saying: 
“To be connected to the name of Real Madrid is 
something I’ll never forget”. The Spaniard, who is 
also a composer and orchestra director, sees the 
event as an incredible gift from Real Madrid. “This 
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tribute fills me with emotion, because I’ve loved 
this team during my whole life, I watch them every 
week and I follow them no matter where I am. They 
give me pleasure and make me suffer. I’m thrilled 
by the concert because this new idea from the Real 
Madrid Foundation to establish schools in different 
places is wonderful”. 

Music for a good cause 
Plácido Domingo admitted to being thrilled about 
the initiative of a charity concert to benefit the 
social sports schools in Mexico, “because this 
new idea of establishing Real Madrid schools is 
wonderful. And it all brings me back to the music, 
because I think the idea of being able to bring 
sport and music together in Acapulco is fantastic. 
It’s going to be an emotional event, one which 
Madridistas and music lovers will support. It’s so 
great that it can be done.”

Florentino Pérez also thanked another 
legendary Madrid supporter who wants to be there 
in body and soul for the big night – Bertín Osborne, 
who will present Plácido en el Alma: “Thank you 
Bertín, too, for your generosity”. The singer and 
presenter said, “this concert is a truly wonderful 
idea.” And all for a good cause. 

We’ll see you on June 29th!

Plácido en el Alma
When: 29 June 2016
Where: Santiago Bernabéu stadium. 
Tickets available at placidoenelalma.com 
and entradas.com

In brief

“It will be an emotional event for every 
Madridista”, said Plácido Domingo.

P
New horizons,
new destinations.
Fly to Havana, Cali and Medellín and discover our two latest destinations, San Juan de 
Puerto Rico from the 15 May 2016, and Johannesburg from the 1 August 2016.

iberia.com

Cat Fundación Real Madrid 210x280 Inglés.indd   1 18/01/16   13:20
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Mexico, in his heart
The funds raised by the charity concert 
Plácido en el Alma will go to the Real 
Madrid Foundation’s social sports schools 
in Mexico, a country with which Plácido 
Domingo has close personal ties.

Every charity event is for a cause. And in the 
case of Plácido en el Alma it’s the social 
sports schools the Real Madrid Foundation 

has in Mexico, with the students benefiting directly 
from the funds raised by this historic concert. Over the 
years the Real Madrid Foundation has created a 
network of 38 social sports schools in Mexico, located 
in the states of Chihuahua (29), Veracruz (6), Oaxaca 
(2) and Guanajuato (1), which help 4,755 boys and 
girls between 5 and 18 years old.

Out of all the social projects running in Mexico, 
in his presentation Florentino Pérez particularly 
focused, “due to its singular nature”, on the project the 
Foundation is going to launch in the state of Guerrero 
in collaboration with NGO Esperanza Azteca, “which 
works with musically talented youngsters, who have 

limited economic resources, and to whom the Real 
Madrid Foundation will offer complementary activities 
focusing on providing a values-based education 
through sport.” 

It shouldn’t be forgotten that, in many cases, 
the students live in situations where they are at risk 
of violence, either in the family or on the streets; 
social exclusion; addiction; and eating disorders. To 
alleviate these situations the Real Madrid Foundation 
works on the ground in collaboration with NGOs and 
local institutions such as Fundación Grupo Bafar 
(Chihuahua), Cesal (Oaxaca), Fundación Todos 
Somos Alma (Guajanato) and the National System for 
the Comprehensive Development of the Family in the 
state of Veracruz, making use of the sporting activities 
run in the schools, complemented with academic, 
nutritional and medical support, all with the aim of 
promoting a comprehensive education for the children. 

The objective is to encourage students’ motivation 
and raise their self-esteem, in order to have access 
to more opportunities in the future, as well as making 
sport a force for social integration, benefiting those 
who suffer any type of marginalisation. 

Cover story

The Real Madrid Foundation has 38 social 
sports schools in Mexico, run in collaboration 
with NGOs and local organisations. These are 

found in the states of Chihuahua, Veracruz, 
Oaxaca and Guanajuato and benefit 4,755 

boys and girls between 5 and 18 years old, 
such as the ones in these photos, who are at 

risk of social exclusion. 
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– You’ve spent Your whole career giving us 
pleasure with Your voice and now You’re 
going to celebrate Your 75th birthdaY in 

the santiago bernabéu. what comes to mind?
–A host of memories! I remember very early 

on in my life playing football on the pavement in 
the middle of the street in front of number 34, Calle 
Ibiza, learning to ride my bicycle in the Parque de 
Retiro, watching my parents singing and putting 
on Zarzuela (Spanish light opera) shows, and my 
family and my friends. Madrid always has been 
and always will be special for me. In fact, the day 
of my 75th birthday I visited the building where I 
was born. I couldn’t have celebrated my birthday in 
any other city but my Madrid and where better than 
in the presidential box at the Santiago Bernabéu 
surrounded by family and friends. It gave me great 
strength and excitement to face this coming year, 
one full of commitments, both in terms of opera and 
popular music. 

 
–Plácido en el AlmA is a charitY concert, 

which will be held on June 29th. whY should  
people go?

–Because it will be a festival for all music-lovers. 

It’s organised by the Real Madrid Foundation but 
everyone who wants to celebrate an unforgettable 
day is welcome, because with all the artists who 
will be joining us, I can promise you it’ll be an 
extraordinary event. 

–how does it feel to know that so manY 
artists wanted to take part in this concert?

–The main thing I feel is incredibly excited. 
To receive so much love is indescribable, it’s a 
great source of joy. Everybody we’ve invited has 
accepted. As of now the confirmed singers include 
those I’ve had the chance to sing with, such as 
Andrea Bocelli and Il Volo, a number of leading 
artists in Spain who I admire greatly, such as 
Bertín Osborne, who as well as singing is now a 
great friend and much loved for his success on 
the television. We had an unforgettable afternoon 
recording the show in his house! The peerless 
David Bisbal, who I’m so excited to be singing 
alongside, and singer-songwriter Pablo Alborán 
and the sublime Sara Baras. I’m also delighted to 
confirm the participation of Juanes, in what will be 
our second collaboration of the year, after our show 
in Miami in January. The Lebanese violinist, the 
unique Ara Malikian, will also be with us. 

–Plácido en el AlmA is a charitY event, with 
the funds going to the social sports schools the 
real madrid foundation has in mexico. what can 
You tell us about the programme?

–The Real Madrid Foundation runs 38 social 
sports schools in Mexico, teaching values through 
sport to more than 4,000 children in vulnerable 
situations and at risk of suffering violence. This 

Plácido Domingo opens up about his 
passion for Real Madrid in this interview, 
where he explains why the charity concert 
Plácido en el Alma will be a party for all, and 
why you should go: the funds raised will go 
to the Real Madrid Foundation’s social sports 
schools in Mexico.

✍ MaDoRi okano

Plácido Domingo, opera singer and 
honorary member of Real Madrid

“Thanks to the funds raised through this concert 
we’re going to help youngsters make the most of 
their free time through music, sport and values”

season we’re going to launch another one, in the 
Guerrero region, where I’m involved with a youth 
orchestra run in collaboration with the Fundación 
Esperanza Azteca, and I’ve seen first hand how the 
youngsters enjoy greater future opportunities if they 
are guaranteed an education. Thanks to the funds 
raised by this concert we’re going to be able to 
help them employ their free time usefully, thanks to 
music, sport and fundamentally important values. 

–what values have Your learnt through music 
which have served You during Your life and that 

You would want to pass on to the new students? 
what message can You send to the real madrid 
foundation students? 

–Everyone has a right to music, either listening 
to it or creating and playing it. Like any other job 
or calling it requires devotion and dedication. Just 
as I learnt about it from my parents, I celebrate 
professionalism, discipline, practice and teamwork. 
To do this you need a passion for what you are 
doing. If you don’t have it, it’s better to turn to 
something else, and the day I lose it I’ll stop, but for 
now, everything is going full steam ahead.
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solidarity and commitment, and will continue  
to do just that.” 

Carmena also addressed those present, and 
stressed that her goal – and that of all involved 
– is to ensure that the project leads to “children 

among the happiest, most active and most 
enthusiastic about sport in Madrid. That’s why we 
want you to make the most of this opportunity to 
develop into fine young adults and into first-rate 
sportspeople.”

12 13

The president of Real Madrid, Florentino 
Pérez, was joined by Madrid mayor Manuela 
Carmena as he visited the Vicálvaro 

municipal sports centre to see the students of the 
‘El Gallinero’ social sports school, an initiative that 
benefits 80 children. They were received by the 
centre’s director, María Jesús Martínez.

Pérez underlined that Real Madrid and the Real 
Madrid Foundation consider the site of the project 
at Vicálvaro as “a place of exciting opportunity”, 
explaining: “While at Real we are a club that never 
gives up in the pursuit of our sports goals, we also 
remain unceasing in our efforts to give something 
back to society in the pursuit of a fairer world.”

Real Madrid: where dreams are made
In the view of the Real Madrid president, ‘El 
Gallinero’ programme is special “because it typifies 
much of what we are about, should be about and 
aim to be about. Here, 80 boys and girls living in 
difficult conditions in the area, find an environment 
that embraces values and is committed to 
providing an education through sport.” He added: 
“Real Madrid is a club where dreams are made, 
and these children have the right to dream – 
because football has the power to be a major tool 
for change, and we have a duty to take on that 
responsibility and do so with determination.”

Pérez also took the opportunity to underline 
that the greater the financial resources of the 

Foundation, “the greater the number of vulnerable 
children who will be protected by our crest and 
our shirt. At Real Madrid, we shall continue to 
work tirelessly in our efforts to carry on meeting 
new challenges head on. We fly the flag for 

Florentino 
Pérez pays 
visit to site of 
‘El Gallinero’ 
project

Florentino Pérez and Madrid mayor Manuela Carmena surrounded 
by students of the ‘El Gallinero’ social sports project.
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The ‘El Gallinero’ initiative, which is carried out 

in the Madrid district of Vicálvaro, has received 
recognition for its work from the European Club 
Association (ECA), which in 2014 handed its Best 
Community and Social Responsibility Programme 

award to the project, operated in collaboration with 
Madrid City Council and the Community of Madrid’s 
Institute for Rehousing and Social Integration, and 
supported by the financial institution HSBC and the 
companies El Corte Inglés and Colgate-Palmolive.

Mientras se prepara una nueva generación de energías renovadas, en el Grupo CLH asumimos la 
responsabilidad de que no nos falte la energía que hoy mueve el mundo, y lo hacemos de un modo sostenible.

Para conseguirlo, colaboramos en proyectos destinados a la protección del medio ambiente, la educación 
para la convivencia y la ayuda a colectivos desfavorecidos, fomentando el voluntariado entre las personas 
que trabajan en el Grupo CLH.

www.clh.es

CLH es la empresa líder en almacenamiento
y transporte de combustibles

Movemos la energía que mueve el mundo,Movemos la energía que mueve el mundo,
colaborando con la sociedadcolaborando con la sociedad
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The youngsters at the social 
sports school in Albacete, 
where 70 students are looked 

after by a team of three coaches, 
enjoyed a day’s training in the 
company of Real Madrid player Keylor 
Navas. The goalkeeper took the 
opportunity to pass on some inspiring 
words of encouragement to the 
children, telling them: “When I was a 
kid, I dreamt of being a professional 
footballer, and I can assure you that if 
you fight tooth and nail for your 
dreams, they’ll come true. I hope that 
this school can produce lots of 
professionals in the sporting world, as 
well as in other areas.” Navas urged 
them to “make the most of the 
opportunity you’re being given to play 
football with trained coaches and a 
host of other people whose concern 
is that you develop into well-rounded, 
successful individuals.”

Navas was accompanied at 
the event by representatives of 
the social sports school’s partner 
organisations: Sandra Jiménez, 

director of the Castile-La Mancha 
Football Federation Foundation, 
Fabiola Ruiz, project director at the 
NGO Asociación Miguel Fenollera, 
and María Jesús Catalá, “la Caixa” 
territorial manager in Castile-La 
Mancha and Extremadura.

Navas: a role model to follow
Jiménez said of Navas: “Keylor 
is a model for others to follow, an 
example both as a player and as a 
person: he respects his opponent 
and shows discipline and humility, 
and that has made him the best 
goalkeeper in Spain.” Catalá, 
meanwhile, congratulated the Real 
Madrid Foundation on a programme 
that “drives football as an educational 
tool, one that helps children grow 
and develop as human beings.” And 
Ruiz expressed his gratitude to Navas 
and to the Foundation: “Thanks to 
you, 70 children continue to receive 
personalised attention, and hugely 
significant goals are being achieved in 
their lives, such as reducing truancy.”

Keylor Navas visits 
students of social sports 
school in Albacete

Keylor Navas urged the 
students to make the 
most of the opportunity 
given to them by 
the Real Madrid 
Foundation. 
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Real Madrid footballers Sergio Ramos and 
Marcelo were joined by the basketball team’s 
player Felipe Reyes as the trio dished out 

presents and festive cheer in December at the 
presentation of the Real Madrid Foundation 

campaign En Navidad, ningún niño sin regalo (No 
child without a gift at Christmas), an event also 
joined by club president Florentino Pérez and 
Carlos Izquierdo, the Community of Madrid’s 
regional secretary for social affairs.

The launch took place in the presidential 
box of the Santiago Bernabéu, where – after 
taking the Bernabéu Tour – around thirty children 
currently under some form of protection from the 
Community of Madrid received presents from 
Ramos, Marcelo and Reyes – the first of more than 
2,000 that were handed out as part of the seventh 
edition of the initiative, aimed at children under the 
care of the regional government.

Pérez was the first to speak at the event, the 
Real Madrid president begun by underlining: “The 
Bernabéu is a place where everything has gone 
into ensuring we bring the hopes and dreams 
of those who live and breathe Real Madrid to 
life; however, we never lose sight of the fact that 

our shirt and our crest also bring a commitment 
to making millions of children happy.” And he 
continued by stressing: “We’re out to keep on flying 
the flag for solidarity and are firmly dedicated to 
being by the side of those most in need.”

Meanwhile, Izquierdo thanked Real Madrid 
for their commitment and generosity: “The Real 
Madrid Foundation has sought to give something 
back to society from day one, and this campaign is 
crucial because we want every child to enjoy being 
given a present. Thanks to this initiative, Real 
Madrid and their Foundation are bringing joy to 
youngsters going through a difficult time.” He also 
expressed his gratitude to the players for turning 
out: “You’re here because you’re role models for 
effort, hard work and sacrifice, and these kids are 
never going to forget this day. Initiatives like this 
are a testimony to this club’s commitment to do its 
bit for society.”

En Navidad, ningún niño sin regalo would 
not have been possible without the participation 
of Real Madrid’s football and basketball players, 
represented at the official presentation by 
Ramos, Marcelo and Reyes. Their involvement 
is represented by giving out presents at several 
Madrid hospitals, in addition to signing autographs 
and posing for photos with the kids.

Resounding success of  
the ‘No child without a gift  
at Christmas’ campaign

Sergio Ramos, Marcelo and Felipe Reyes handed out presents to 
some 30 children in the Bernabéu presidential box.

Sergio Ramos, Cristiano Ronaldo, Felipe Reyes and Sergio 
Llull dished out gifts at the Sanitas Hospital La Moraleja.
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Second edition of Awards for 
Promotion of Internet Values

The Real Madrid Foundation and Google 
Spain came together for a second time to 
hand out their Awards for the Promotion of 

Internet Values, which were presented to those 
social sports school students who produced 
winning projects as part of a competition aimed at 
expressing what they have learned on fostering the 
values of sportsmanship online. The initiative is part 
of the programme of supplementary educational 
activities carried out by the Foundation during the 
social sports schools’ football and basketball 
tournaments. 

Emilio Butragueño, Real Madrid’s director 
of institutional relations, was on hand alongside 
Google Spain’s public policy manager, Francisco 
Ruiz, to dish out the prizes. Speaking at the event, 
Butragueño thanked Google for its involvement in 
this innovative initiative, “which complements what 
the Real Madrid Foundation does: to use sport as 
a highly powerful tool for providing an education in 

values. We’re very happy that the youngsters have 
taken part and reflected on how to transmit these 
values through new technologies.” Google Spain 
also collaborates in the Foundation’s programme of 
basketball for children at hospitals.

Meanwhile, Ruiz had a word of advice for the 
students: “An individual does not have two separate 
lives; they’re one and the same person. For that 
reason, don’t do on the Internet what you wouldn’t 
do in real life. Just as there’s no space for violence, 
disrespect or insults in sport, the same goes for the 
Internet. And if you ever have a problem, turn to your 
parents and teachers; they will always help you.”

More than 200 students entered a contest 
that saw 67 projects in two age groups. Before the 
competition, all of the participants received practical 
training over a number of days, working with a 
videogame and developing their expertise in and 
awareness of privacy and security on the Internet 
and on mobile phones.

The award-winning 
students, flanked by 

Emilio Butragueño and 
Francisco Ruiz.

We keep on evolving 
in order to give back to 
persons and companies.

It all started with a question:

What can we do in appreciation

of the trust our clients place in us?

And the answer was easy: give back.

Giving back is knowing that a balanced

exchange achieves mutual growth.

One on one
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An international delegation 
representing the Real 
Madrid Foundation was in 

attendance in Colombia as the 
football social sports schools in 
Cali marked the end of the 
season. The students of the 
schools, together with their 
coaches, tutors and families, 
were joined at the event by 
Orlando Ayala, chairman of 
emerging markets at Microsoft, 
Cali mayor Rodrigo Guerrero, 
Rosa Roncal, director of the  
Real Madrid Foundation’s 
international area, and Juan 
Martín Dussan, vice-president  
of corporate affairs at the 
Fundación Revel, the 
Foundation’s local partner.

Thanks message
During the event, two students 
of the social sports schools 
delivered a moving message 
of gratitude to the institutions 
involved in the project for  
giving them the opportunity  
to enjoy a better future. By 
playing sport, 1,000 boys and 
girls aged between five and 17 
can spend their free time doing 

an activity that benefits their 
health and at the same time 
allows them to gain a values-
based education. The schools’ 
beneficiaries also take part  
in workshops on teaching  
values and the prevention of 
alcohol and drug consumption, 
are given periodic medical 
check-ups and receive  
nutritional support.

The Real Madrid Foundation 
social sports schools in Cali 
were set up thanks to the help 
and collaboration of Cali City 
Council, Microsoft and the 
Fundación Revel, and currently 
operate in ten of the location’s 
most conflictive communities, 
where the project’s beneficiaries 
are at risk of suffering from 
violence or addiction, as a result 
a lack of opportunities.

Students of Cali schools  
visit Madrid
A month before the season-
end event for the football social 
sports schools, students from 
the schools in Cali also enjoyed 
the chance to travel to Madrid, 
where they took the Bernabéu 

Tour, met their idols and 
reinforced their bond with Real 
Madrid. Their stay was rounded 
off by a trip to Microsoft’s Global 
Sports Innovation Center 
(GSIC). Hosted on their visit 
by Ayala, the kids enjoyed the 
opportunity to interact with the 
latest technological advances 
developed for the sports world. 

Colombian social 
sports schools 
mark season’s  
end as students 
visit Madrid

● Renewal of the Real Madrid 
Foundation’s partnership with 
Fundación Mapfre. 10-12-2015. 
The two organisations have 
renewed their collaboration 
agreement to continue running 
eight social sports schools in Asia 
and the Americas. The aim of the 
project is to contribute towards 

improving the living conditions 
of children from underprivileged 
areas and vulnerable 
socioeconomic and family 
situations by providing a values-
based education through sport.

● The Foundation and Pozuelo 
Council renew their agreement 
for the operation of a school at 
El Pradillo. 05-12-2015. Emilio 
Butragueño, Real Madrid’s 

director of institutional relations, 
and Pozuelo de Alarcón mayor 
Susana Pérez Quislant signed 
a renewed deal that sees the 
continued operation of the social 
sports school at the El Pradillo 
sports centre. Almost a hundred 
youngsters aged between five 
and 15 play football three times 
a week at the facility, learning 
values through their involvement in 
sporting activity.

Agreements and 
collaborations

Orlando Ayala, chairman of emerging markets at Microsoft, takes the Cali students 
through some of the latest technological advances at the GSIC.
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Board of Trustees

Real Madrid 
Foundation 
accounts for 
2014/2015 
season 
approved

The Real Madrid Foundation's Board of Trustees, 
chaired by club president Florentino Pérez, 
convened at the Santiago Bernabéu for a meeting in 

which the accounts for the 2014/15 season were approved. 
During the session, the trustees were informed of the 
economic and financial situation of the Real Madrid 
Foundation. The meeting also highlighted the positive 
results of the Foundation's activities, with more than 400 
projects across the globe. 
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Training

The Real Madrid Foundation’s technical team visited social sports 
schools in Benin, Russia, Togo, Senegal, Mexico and Cambodia to 
give football and basketball coaching courses.

Learning the positive 
values of sport

Over the past three months, the Real Madrid 
Foundation’s technical team have travelled to 
social sports schools in Benin, Russia, Togo, 

Senegal, Mexico and Cambodia to train their 
coaches in the Foundation’s specific methodology 
via courses focusing on football and basketball.

Benin was the opening destination, with six 
teacher-coaches from the school in Porto Novo – 
which is operated in collaboration with Foyer Don 
Bosco and the Fundación Jóvenes y Desarrollo 
– participating in the football course They play, we 
teach. The school caters for 250 boys and girls in 
situations of extreme vulnerability (orphans, street 
children, etc.). Those receiving training were the 
activities coordinator, the football coaches at a 
shelter run for the kids, and the teachers from the 
literacy centre that also supports the youngsters. 
All members of the Salesian Congregation, they 
made plain their determination to perfect the way 
they work and help all of these children in difficult 
situations to achieve a better future.

The next stop for the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
team was Russia, as they made their way to the 
social sports school in Rostov-on-Don to give the 
football training course to the coaches of the school 
at the facilities of Don State Technical University, 
the Foundation’s local partner. The school has 76 
beneficiaries, working with youngsters suffering 
from a range of social issues such as conflicts at 
home or at school, or children taken in by shelters.

With the coaches demonstrating a clear 
desire to further the youths’ development both 
academically and socially, and aid their education in 
values, the training proved highly successful.

play, we teach at the Collège Saint Augustin. Among 
the participants were the Togoville site’s sports 
coordinator and head of football coaching, who 
together with a further two trainers are responsible 
for carrying out the social sports school’s activities. 
Representing Lomé were the sports coordinator and 
the coaches at the new school, which was opened 
in 2015 at the Don Bosco Akodésséwa youth 
development centre, catering for 270 students.

Not far from Benin, in Senegal, 16 teacher-
coaches from the schools in Dakar, Thiès and 
Tambacounda took part in the football training 
course given at the Kër Don Bosco centre run by 
the NGO Solidaridad Don Bosco. The majority 
of the participants are involved in education, 
professional training and physical education, and 
share a common goal: to provide the students (boys 

The Real Madrid Foundation is present in Cambodia with 
social sports schools in Phnom Penh and Battambang.

and girls aged between five and 17 living in the 
cities’ most deprived areas or in underprivileged 
rural zones) with organised sporting activity that 
fosters the positive values of sport.

The students at the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
social sports schools in Senegal also receive 
classes reinforcing their school learning, an annual 
medical check-up, weekly food supplements, IT 
classes, study support during the summer holidays, 
talks on a range of issues relating to health and 
workshops on the values of sport.

On the other side of the Atlantic, the Real 
Madrid Foundation’s basketball technical team 
travelled to Chihuahua in Mexico to give the 
inaugural Training Day for Basketball Coaches, 
which was held at the facilities of local partner 
Fundación Grupo Bafar. The school at the site 

The following destination was Togo, where 17 
coaches from the social sports schools in Togoville 
and Lomé received the football programme They 
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already offered football, and as of this season will 
also provide basketball.

All the coaches in attendance belong to the 
socio-sporting projects run by Fundación Grupo 
Bafar, both in the city of Chihuahua and in others 
such as Ojinaga and Camargo, and in locations as 
conflictive as the Sierra Tarahumara.

The Real Madrid Foundation operates 29 social 
sports schools in the state of Chihuahua, benefiting 
over 3,600 boys and girls sometimes vulnerable to 
family violence and living in danger of being drawn 
into gang life and drugs consumption. In addition, 
they are faced with the existence of poor eating 
habits that cause malnutrition and obesity. These 
circumstances make the social sports schools an 
ideal tool that gives them the opportunity to make 
good use of their free time and escape violence. 
And with a view to furthering the work of the Real 
Madrid Foundation’s social sports schools in the 
state of Chihuahua and across Mexico, they will 

benefit from the funds raised by the charity concert 
Plácido en el Alma.  

Finally, the Real Madrid Foundation’s coaching 
team flew to Cambodia to offer training to football 
instructors at the two social sports schools in 
the country. The first course was given in Phnom 
Penh, at the facilities of Por la sonrisa de un Niño 
(‘For a Child’s Smile’), an NGO with which the 
Foundation signed an agreement in January. Close 
to one hundred children will be catered for as part 
of a programme run by an organisation that since 
1995 has worked to help children surviving by 
picking up rubbish in Phnom Penh and that today 
supports thousands of families by offering children 
professional training until they find their first job.

The second, operated in the prefecture of 
Battambang with the NGO Sauce, sees more than 
150 students – almost a third of whom are disability 
sufferers as a result of landmines or polio – benefit 
from the centre’s socio-sporting activities. 

The Foundation runs 29 social sports schools in the state 
of Chihuahua, benefiting more than 3,600 students.

parquesur.com
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In this edition we’re launching a new 
section: Inspiring Stories, such as Sara 
Spinola’s, a girl who can now smile, thanks 
to the work of the social sports school 
in Funchal, and Nicolás Silva’s, a former 
student of the school in Orcasur who now 
wants to be a coach at the centre. 

Sport, the key to 
a better future

The social sports schools of the Real Madrid 
Foundation have many stories of the students 
overcoming incredibly difficult socio-economic 

situations. And they also show the positive influence 
our social sports schools have on their lives. Stories 
from the heart. Stories in first person. Stories such as 
those of Sara Spinola and Nicolás Silva.

Sara Spinola’s tale is the one of an 11-year-old 
girl with low self esteem who struggled with her 
studies. Her grandmother, who had legal custody, 
registered her in the Funchal social sports in 2011, 
“so she wouldn’t be at home doing nothing”. From the 
start the little interest Sara had in her studies –she 
explains that she didn’t understand what she was 
being told– was in complete contrast to her passion 
for football, something which was completely obvious 
from her first day. 

In the Foundation’s social sports school Sara has 
learnt the importance of following rules to organise 
herself better and has discovered that she has 
the same capabilities as her classmates. She just 
needed to make an extra effort. The result is that 
she’s now a better student and feels more motivated 
and able to face anything. “I’ve learnt to do so many 
things, to be better with my friends, to be a better 
student, to have more respect, to be a nicer person 
and more determined,” Sara acknowledges.

30

Name: Sara Spinola.
Social sports school: 
Funchal (Madeira, Portugal).
In her words: “I’ve learnt to 
be better with my friends and 
to be a better student”.

// Sara used to 
struggle academically. 
Her time at the school 

has made her a  
better student \\
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point for the whole neighbourhood. When we 
needed him to help with the smaller children he did it 
brilliantly. Football, as well as being physical exercise, 
is discipline and respect, and with an example like 
him we can make the smaller children aware of that”. 

The Madrid neighbourhood of Orcasitas, in 
the Usera district, was at the end of the 50s a 
growing shanty town. In the 70s the Neighbourhood 
Association of Orcasitas was started, which acts as 
the voice of the residents and has helped ensure 
the area has decent conditions for living. That said, 

there are still problems of social exclusion and high 
levels of youth unemployment. Thanks to initiatives 
such as the social sports school, the living conditions 
of the general population and youngsters have 
improved. Youngsters like Nicolás, who remembers 
that during his time at the school he never missed a 
training session: “If you want to have fun and have a 
good time, the coaches will support you completely. 
The main thing isn’t just the football, but also the 
education. And in the street you’d be up to no good”. 
Now his brother José is following in his footsteps.

Just like Sara, in the social sports school in 
Funchal, 63 children learn to develop as athletes, 
and above all, as people. All of this is possible thanks 
to the many committed professionals and the work 
of the volunteers and the various local firms that 
provide fundamental support. Notable are a number 
of local bakers, who donate snacks on training days, 
a vital nutritional support for the children. 

From student to coach
The second star of our Inspiring Stories, Nicolás 

Silva, joined the social sports school in Orcasur, 
Madrid, when he was just five years old. He’s now 
been there for 14 years. 

It’s no exaggeration to say that for Nicolás the 
school in Orcasur has been his second family and 
the coaches almost like big brothers. He’s received 
confidence and love from them all, and they’ve seen 
him grow up to be a young man of 20 who wants 
to come back to the school as a coach. In fact, the 
people who coached him, David and Mireia, are 
convinced he’ll do a great job. “He’ll be a reference 

Name: Nicolás Silva.
Social sports school: 
Orcasur (Madrid).
In his words: “The main thing 
isn’t just the football, but also 
the education in values”.
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A space without barriers
The Real Madrid Foundation’s Basketball 
Tournaments are held from November through 
to May, and feature an inclusive category 

involving youngsters from the adapted, inclusive and 
wheelchair basketball schools. It’s an opportunity for 
differently-abled young people to play and mix with the 
rest of the students. It’s also a chance for them to put 
into practice everything they’ve learned, and enjoy 
their favourite sport in a competition in which 
everyone’s a winner and everyone’s equal. It all plays 
out in an environment of big smiles, commitment and 

togetherness, where the kids can show off their  
skills and improve their self-esteem, independence 
and motivation. Two students gave us an insight into 
their experiences.

 
Paloma: adapted basketball
For a year now, Paloma has attended the adapted 
basketball social sports programme run at the Josep 
Tarradellas primary school. “It all started when I read 
in the school newsletter that we could sign up to 
the Real Madrid Foundation schools – and I said I’d 
like to,” she tells us. Paloma can’t hide her passion 
for basketball, explaining: “I have a great time and I 
particularly like scoring baskets.” She’s the only girl 
in her group, but says, “That doesn’t matter to me. 
In training we do the activities as a group, in pairs, 

Adapted and wheelchair basketball 
have become tools for change, allowing 
differently-abled youngsters to break down 
barriers through sport. 

individually… And I always listen to the coach.” She 
adds that she has improved “a lot in my shooting; I 
like taking on shots of every type.” Discussing her 
training habits, she says, “We drink plenty of water 
during breaks. When the game finishes we’re tired, 
but it’s something you have to do.” And when we talk 
to Paloma about her impressions of the tournament, 
she admits that she “came into it a bundle of nerves”. 
“In practice my shots always go in, but today none of 
them dropped,” she reveals. “I had real butterflies in  
my stomach, but as soon as I started playing, I 
felt better right away.” And it was her first taste of 
competitive basketball, after all.

Paloma’s mother is highly positive about the 
effect of the tournament’s inclusive category on her 
daughter’s progress. “We think it’s terrific, because 

In the tournament’s inclusive category, differently-abled 
youngsters play alongside the rest of the students.
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it takes them out of their usual surroundings, where 
they tend to play alongside the same youngsters. 
Those who play with them learn to have patience and 
play with people who perhaps don’t have the same 
abilities. And they learn to pass the ball, share in the 
game and, above all, to have fun and not be afraid of 
breaking those barriers of playing in new settings.”

Throughout each year, the adapted schools 
provide a quality space for youngsters with intellectual 
or physical disabilities who cannot usually find an 
environment in which they can play basketball 
alongside youngsters of their level and with trained 
coaching staff.

Nerea: wheelchair basketball
Like Paloma, Nerea also plays basketball; in her 
case, in its wheelchair format. She has done so at the 
Antonio Machado primary school for a year: “I signed 
up because I like it and because I make friends.” 
And since she started, she has gone from never 
getting any of her shots in (“for those of us playing in 
wheelchairs, it’s really hard”) to the complete opposite 
(“at the beginning they never went no matter how 
many shots I took and now, I get them all in”).

Asked about her experience of participating in a 
tournament featuring both players in wheelchairs and 

individuals without disabilities, she says she had a 
lot of fun: “We started by telling them our names, and 
then we got down to playing right away. The first thing 
you do as soon as you get into the wheelchair is tie 
yourself in at the legs, feet and waist so as to be able 
to pick up the ball, throw it to team-mates and not go 
flying. We passed the ball to each other and to begin 
with it wasn’t easy as they weren’t used to playing with 
people in wheelchairs. But then they started to throw 
us the ball and everything went better and better.”

And in the same vein as Paloma’s mother, Nerea’s 
parents are in no doubt as to the positive impact of 
integrating the players of wheelchair basketball. “We’re 
thrilled that she’s taking part in this,” explains her mum. 

“Particularly because she’s with people who help her 
to break out of her shell and who accept her as she is. 
And on top of that, when she goes to training, it’s just 
pure sport where the most important thing is to have  
a great time.”

Her father adds: “Since she started playing 
basketball, she’s integrated a lot more. It also helps 
her movement coordination. She feels more useful, 
she makes friends and she’s happier – even if it 
leaves her shattered, too!”

As well as playing wheelchair basketball, Nerea 
also does swimming and rehabilitation sessions: “I 
have to keep myself moving, particularly my bad leg; 
sport makes sure I do that.”

Paloma, who attends the adapted basketball 
social sports programme at the Josep Tarradellas 
primary school

“I really like playing basketball – 
particularly scoring baskets”

Nerea, who attends the wheelchair basketball 
programme at the Antonio Machado primary school

“I signed up because I like basketball 
and because I make friends”

In adapted (above) and wheelchair basketball (below), Paloma and Nerea 
have found an environment that promotes their personal growth.
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Mahou 
San Miguel 
Foundation: 
working with us to 
support diversity

One of the aims of the Real Madrid 
Foundation is to ensure that sport is there to 
be enjoyed by everyone, without barriers. To 

be able to make quality training and facilities 
available to all youngsters who want to do sport, 
regardless of their ability, gender, background, etc. 
With that in mind, the Foundation is a member of the 
Alliance for Inclusive Sport and runs projects and 
schools focusing on inclusive and adapted sport.

Thanks to the support of the Mahou San Miguel 
Foundation, the Real Madrid Foundation has been 
able to expand and improve its work with differently-
abled people over the past three seasons. These 
special projects have brought results, with more  
than 20 students now integrated into our social 
sports schools.
 
Indispensable support
The backing of bodies such as the Mahou San Miguel 
Foundation is essential to developing these types of 
projects, which also require specialised professionals, 
smaller training groups and personalised monitoring 
and attention. This season, we boast four inclusive 
football schools and one focusing on basketball, 
aimed at youngsters with Down’s Syndrome, autism 
spectrum disorders (ASD), pervasive development 
disorders (PDD) and other conditions.

“We share a spirit of commitment, hard work 
and enthusiasm with the Real Madrid Foundation 
in providing opportunities to disadvantaged groups,” 
explains the Mahou San Miguel Foundation. 
“Initiatives like the programme of inclusive 
schools allow us to maintain this commitment 
to society and, in particular, young people with 

intellectual disabilities and pervasive development 
disorders, for whom doing sport becomes a key to 
transforming their lives. At the Mahou San Miguel 
Foundation, we’re focused on the future generations 
and we look to promote values among kids that help 
us continue to grow as a society.”

The Mahou San Miguel Foundation has also 
recently launched the programme Crecemos en 
Equipo (‘Let’s grow as a team’), a collaborative 
initiative that offers 100 youngsters at risk of 
exclusion an opportunity to play sport and further 
their development: “Our aim is to improve the 

quality of life of adolescents between 12 and 16 
years old, supporting them in their personal growth 
as they approach adulthood.” The body centres 
its efforts on projects focusing on training for the 
workplace, education and healthy leisure, and 
social action.

The support of organisations such as the Mahou San Miguel  
Foundation is crucial to the running of the adapted schools.



Whether it’s at Real Madrid City or outside 
Spain, the Real Madrid Foundation offers 
boys and girls the opportunity to live their 

passion for football at its clinics. The programmes 
combine an education in values and football 
techniques with an individualised evaluation and 
highly practical football training, always with the ball, 
on both techniques and tactics, in a simple and fun 
way. The entire course is run by coaches with 
experience in the Real Madrid youth system, all of 
whom use our own methodology: Real way. 
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Clinics

For children there are few things more 
thrilling than experiencing football in the 
same way their idols do. The Real Madrid 
Foundation makes this dream possible 
through its clinics, an educational, fun 
environment that promotes culture and 
social skills through sport. 

Exporting the values 
of Real Madrid

The programmes combine an education in values  
and football techniques with an individualised evaluation 

and highly practical football training.
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In the clinics, the excitement and effort of 
the participants is turned into opportunities for 
the future for other groups of youngsters in more 
unfavourable situations, because the Foundation 
invests the proceeds from them in social sports 
projects. The aim is to promote equality and the 
integration of groups at risk of social exclusion. 

 
Programmes in Thailand and South Korea
Following the programme’s aims, and thanks to 
the support of YKK, we ran, for the fourth year 
in a row, two social clinics, which this year were 
held in Bangkok (Thailand) and Seoul (South 
Korea) with the football programme being aimed 
at the most vulnerable children. Each clinic 
benefited more than 300 participants and over 
these last four years we’ve visited eight countries, 

with the collaboration of local NGOs that work 
with YKK. The highly enjoyable clinic lasts a 
weekend and is more of a perfect introduction 
to football than a technical course. Almost half 
the participants are girls, and differently-abled 
children also took part. 

Another very important course was held in 
Panama, together with the B4 Team. Just like in 
our clinics, the aim of this programme was to teach 
the methodology used in the club’s youth system 
to take Real Madrid’s values to the world. Part 
of the proceeds will be used to finance the three 
social sports schools the Real Madrid Foundation 
has in Panama, located in Panama City and the 
districts of Chitré and Tolé, which are attended by 
over 500 children. In December, clinics were also 
held in Miami, Orlando, Los Angeles and Tokyo. 

// The clinics promote equality and the 
integration of the participants \\

The clinics are taught by  
experienced coaches.
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“He’s one of the finest ambassadors for Real Madrid and this 
is an extraordinary event recognising the career of a true 
giant”, was how Real Madrid president Florentino Pérez referred 
to Plácido Domingo, honorary member of the club, and the 
tribute concert in his name –Plácido en el Alma– to be held on 
29 June in the Santiago Bernabéu. 

Plácido Domingo: 
the voice of Real 
Madrid
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Plácido Domingo, who dreamt of being a 
professional footballer as a youngster, has 
taken his love of Real Madrid to every corner 

of the globe, a passion that left its mark on some of 
the singer’s decisions. Such as in 1984. Plácido 
Domingo took part in a special programme 
broadcast by a TV channel in the United States the 
night before the opening of the Los Angeles 
Olympic Games. The singer took advantage of the 
occasion to express his wish that his performance 
be recorded in the Santiago Bernabéu stadium, “the 
ideal place, given it was for a sporting event”, he 
explained. The programme was seen by more than 
100 million television viewers in the US. Plácido 
Domingo also used his visit to the stadium to take in 
the Real Madrid Trophy Room, where the third vice-
president of the club, Gil de Biedma, gave him the 
diamond badge of our club, as recognition of the 
career and work of one of Madrid’s outstanding 
sons.  The opera singer responded with words of 

admiration for Real Madrid: “This is a club that’s 
given enormous prestige to Spain in the world, for 
its international successes, and what’s more, I feel 
proud because it’s a team from my city. As of now I’ll 
be a Real Madrid supporter.”

True to his word and his love for the club, 
Plácido Domingo has become “one of Real Madrid’s  
leading ambassadors and an honorary member  
who represents everything that unites us”, said 
Florentino Pérez in the presentation of the concert 
Plácido en el Alma. Because of his career and his 
love for Real Madrid, Plácido Domingo is already  
part of the history of our club. Here are some  
of his outstanding moments:

In 2002 he recorded Real Madrid’s centenary 
anthem, singing under the rain on the grass of 
the Santiago Bernabéu stadium the day the club 
celebrated its 100th anniversary. On 16 March 
2011, at a meeting of Real Madrid’s board, presided 
over by Florentino Pérez, he was named honorary 

member, the maximum distinction our club awards, 
in public recognition of his professional career. A 
year later, on 9 March 2012, he received the Premio 
Alma Extraordinario (Outstanding Individual Award) 
from president Florentino Pérez, for his career, his 
values and his commitment to social causes. At 
that event Plácido Domingo once again gave us 
the pleasure of his voice, singing the official Real 
Madrid anthem, on the club’s 110th anniversary.   
More recently, on 23 January, the opera singer once 
again announced publicly, in a delightful manner, 
his favourite football club. On the day Plácido 
Domingo unveiled his alter ego in Madrid’s waxwork 
museum he was asked by the media where he 
would like his waxwork to go and admitted: “I’d like 
to be close to Real Madrid”. 

A Madrid fan who’s committed to social causes 
The professional career of Plácido Domingo is as 
highly regarded, having sung and recorded 137 

roles (the international press call him the King of 
Opera and ‘the greatest opera singer of modern 
times’) as well as holding the Guinness Record for 
his 101 curtain calls at the Vienna State Opera, as 
his philanthropic side. Plácido has raised millions 
of euros through his charity concerts to help the 
victims of the Mexico earthquake in 1985 and the 
victims of the floods caused by hurricane Paulina 
in Guerrero and Yucatán in Mexico and El Salvador. 
He’s also supported the recovery efforts after 
earthquakes in Japan and Christchurch,  
New Zealand.

With Plácido en el Alma, the opera singer brings 
together two of his passions: Real Madrid and doing 
his bit for a good cause, in this case the support for 
Real Madrid’s social sports schools in Mexico. On 
29 June his voice will once more fill the Santiago 
Bernabéu stadium as it did that day back in 1984 
to record his performance for the Los Angeles 
Olympics. Thank you Plácido!

Plácido Domingo during his 
visit for a recording in 1984, 

where he was presented with 
the diamond badge.

The opera singer greets Alfredo 
Di Stéfano after receiving the 
Premio Alma Extraordinario, 

presented by Florentino Pérez at 
the Alma gala in 2012.
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Velázquez, sheer 
footballing class

A born Madridista, Velázquez was one of 
those players who leaves an indelible mark. 
He built his footballing style in 1958 in the 

Manuel Velázquez Villaverde, Velázquez, 
who was the brains of Real Madrid’s  
yeye side of the 60s and 70s, left us  
on January 15th. 

class for the precision of his passes and the 
elegance of his play which won him admiration 
and respect from both other players and the 
general public. 

A serious injury saw him leave Spanish 
football in 1977. His last game in white was his 
testimonial, against Eintracht Braunschweig, on 
August 24th of that year. There he handed over 
the number 10 jersey and control of the midfield 
to Vicente del Bosque, his successor. The match 
also saw the presentation of the new team, with 
signings such as Juanito, Wolff and Stielike. 

Velázquez’ career at Real Madrid saw  
him finish with an enviable 
trophy haul: six Ligas with 
the first team, three National 
Cups and a European Cup, 
specifically the one he won 
against Partizan in his first 

season in the Real Madrid squad. He was also 
capped for Spain. 

Tribute to the number 10
Velázquez was buried in Fuengirola. His funeral 
was attended by Emilio Butragueño, director of 
institutional relations at the club, and old team-
mates such as Amancio and Pirri. 

A minute of silence was held in his memory 
at the Santiago Bernabéu before the start of 
the Real Madrid v Sporting Gijón match on 
January 17th. The Real Madrid players wore 
black arm-bands during the game and the Grada 

de Animación section of the 
ground unveiled a huge portrait 
of him in the 10th minute, which 
read: Always our number 10. 

Velázquez was a key midfield player in 
the Real Madrid side of the 60s.

Real Madrid youth system and then in Málaga, 
where he went on loan for two seasons, before 
bursting onto the scene in the yeye Real Madrid 
side (in his first season he was a European Cup 
winner), and whose badge he would continue to 
wear for another 12 years. He lived and 
experienced one of Real Madrid’s golden ages. 

At Real Madrid Velázquez stood out as a 
creator from the midfield line: sheer footballing 
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Volunteers

Join us!
Being there for those who are most in need is 
what drives the list of activities run by the Real 
Madrid Foundation. But none of them would 

be possible without the selfless help provided by the 
Foundation’s volunteers, who among other 
activities assist people in wheelchairs at football 
matches, help the coaches at the social sports 
schools, collaborate at charity matches and 
participate in campaigns with NGOs. 

If you too want to be one of them and do your bit, 
get in touch with our Real Madrid Volunteer Office. 
Don’t wait to show your most caring side. Because 
there’s nothing more rewarding than helping others. 

At the Real Madrid Foundation we believe that 
between all of us we can make a better world. 
Help us to make it a reality! If you’re interested, 
contact us at: 
voluntariosfundacionrealmadrid@corp.realmadrid.com

YOUR DONATION IS WORTH

4 TIMES MORE

1=4

Each year 6.3 million children die before they’re 5 years 
old because they don’t have access to vaccines.

Take part, with your company, in the Business Alliance 
for Child Vaccination by making a contribution and 
we, ”la Caixa” Foundation and the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, will quadruple the amount donated.

YOU CAN MAKE YOUR DONATION THROUGH:

• The ”la Caixa” branch network

• By bank transfer to the following account:

  ES32 2100 0555 3902 0231 5638
   You can contact us at aevi@fundaciolacaixa.org

Together we’ll save the lives of more children.

More information at:
http://VacunacionInfantil.ObraSocial.laCaixa.es

www.laCaixa.es/ObraSocial
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Join the Business Alliance for 
Child Vaccination
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