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Madrid pay homage to

Puskas
Considered the greatest goalscorer of the 20th century, 
between 1958 and 1967 the Hungarian forward Ferenc Puskas 
gave his all for Real Madrid. The club, through the Real Madrid 
Foundation, along with his former teammates, family and 
officials from his home country shared their memories of him, 
with fondness and admiration.

Report
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Homage to Puskas

Above, Puskas’ widow, 
Elisabeth, accompanied 
by Emilio Butragueño, in 
the exhibition dedicated 
to the legendary Madrid 
player, who can be seen 
in the photos below. In 
the image farthest to the 
left he is with Santiago 
Bernabéu.

The homage to the Real Madrid legend 
Ferenc Puskas, also known as Pancho 
or Cañoncito Pum [“Little cannon, boom”, 

for his fearsome left foot shot], held in Madrid 
from 23 October to 25 November, focused on his 
sporting character and humanity. 

The opening ceremony at Real Madrid City 
began with the unveiling of a bust of the Hungarian 
player, by Pedro Luis Montes, along with the 
showing of a video of the striker’s greatest moments. 
Florentino Pérez said in his speech that “the best 
of Real Madrid’s history has been created with 
enormously important players such as Ferenc 
Puskas” who he said “gave his all for Real Madrid. 
His life consisted of a passion for this club.”

The pride of two countries
A Hungarian delegation also attended the emotional 
event, led by the player’s widow, Elisabeth, and 
accompanied by representatives of the Ferenc 
Puskas Academy and various Hungarian officials. 
Amongst these was the Hungarian Sports 
Minister, István Simicskó, who said that, 
“Puskas is a name that excites hundreds 
of millions of people” and added: “Pancho 
is the pride of two peoples.”

The representatives of the Ferenc 
Puskas Academy presented Florentino 
Pérez with a shirt and plaque with a 
likeness of the player. The president of 
the club recalled that “his talent help us to 
win three European Cups, five Leagues, a 
Spanish Cup and the first Intercontinental 
Cup. He was the top scorer of the 20th 
century with 511 goals in 533 games. 
Impressive numbers for an impressive 
player who was considered to be the best 
player in Europe in 1953.”

Florentino Pérez also had words 
for Puskas’ widow: “Dear Elisabeth, you 
know that Puskas won the respect, the 
admiration, the love and devotion of 
everyone on and off the pitch. He was 
passionate about Real Madrid and we will 
never forget that he was one of us and one 
of the greatest.” Together with Kopa, Rial, 
Di Stéfano and Gento, he was part of an 
unforgettable attack that stole the show in 
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Real Madrid’s 7-3 win in the best European Cup 
final in memory, with four goals from Puskas and 
three from Di Stéfano against Eintracht Frankfurt. 

The centre of attention 
at the Luis de Carlos Forum
Some of his teammates also took part in the Luis 
de Carlos Forum, held on 24 October, dedicated 
to the Hungarian striker. The debate was chaired 
by the journalist Enrique Ortego, and was graced 
by the presence of Gento, Amancio, Santamaría 
and Jozsef Toth, as well as Gyorgy Szöllösi, 
biographer of the Ferenc Puskas Academy and 
Enrique Sánchez, vice-president of the Real 
Madrid Foundation.

Everyone was in agreement as to the 
importance of the player and his human qualities. 
Paco Gento, his former teammate, said that Puskas 
“was a phenomenon” and explained: “When we were 
involved in a move and I passed to him, I would just 
turn around because it was a certain goal.” Another 
club veteran, Amancio Amaro, said: “I stand up 
when I talk about Puskas. He was revolutionary. He 

meant so much to me. We always wanted him to be 
in his square metre on the pitch and we’d do all the 
running. We loved him at Madrid and we still do, as 
a player and as a person.” For his part, José Emilio 
Santamaría highlighted that his “strength was that 
he had a small foot but could hook the ball and put 
it where he wanted. But the greatest thing about him 
was his character. He was kind, generous.” 

The event ended with a speech from Szöllösi: 
“I’m honoured to be here. This is a special place. We 
are all fans of Puskas and Real Madrid.”

An exhibition and a match in his memory
The programme of events also include a match 
to be played in Madrid between the students of 
Real Madrid Foundation’s social sport school 
in Felcsút, Hungary, Real Tanoda, and students 
from the Foundation’s schools in Spain. There will 
also be a public exhibition as part of Bernabéu 
Tour, open until 25 November, of unique personal 
items, including shirts, boots, trophies, images 
and other objects, on loan from the Ferenc 
Puskas Academy. 

The Luis de Carlos Forum on the figure of Puskas, attended by his widow and former teammates. 
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Ronaldo, Butragueño, Amancio and   Gento. Corazones blancos
The latest book to be presented by the 
Real Madrid Foundation, Corazones 
blancos (White hearts), was unveiled on 20 
September in the VIP Suite of the Santiago 
Bernabéu stadium. The stars of the event 
were four Madrid legends: Ronaldo, 
Butragueño, Amancio and Gento.

The sporting lives of four Real Madrid legends: 
Ronaldo Luis Nazario (Ronaldo), Emilio 
Butragueño, Amancio Amaro and Francisco 

Gento, are captured in the pages of Corazones 
blancos, written by Enrique Ortego and published by 
Everest, which was presented by the Real Madrid 
Foundation in the VIP Suite of the Santiago Bernabéu. 

The four players were present at the event, 
together with Real Madrid President, Florentino 
Pérez; the executive vice-president of the Real 

Madrid Foundation, Enrique Sánchez; the 
president of Grupo Everest, José Antonio López 
Martínez; and the book’s author. 

The book itself has 200 photos, is made up 
of seven chapters and has a forward written by 
Florentino Pérez himself. 

Footballing talent  
During the presentation, the president of Real 
Madrid highlighted the footballing talent of the four 

protagonists and their contribution to the capital club. 
Perez said that Gento, “the only player in history 
with six European Cups”, had been an unstoppable 
storm down the left wing: “He arrived with Alfredo Di 
Stéfano and changed the history of Real Madrid.” 
He also highlighted ‘the Wizard’ Amancio’s magic on 
the pitch and said his “personality was decisive in 
winning the sixth European Cup.” 

Florentino Pérez classified the club’s current 
director of institutional relations, Emilio Butragueño, 
as a “symbol of a Real Madrid that discovered glory 
in its youth team. He was the representative of that 
generation, as well as being the spokesman for the 
unmistakeable values of the entire club, which he still 
stands for today with his work here.” And what to say 
about the Brazilian Ronaldo? “His runs, his strength, 
his immense class and his unique goals are in the 
heart and minds of everyone who loves football.”  

Making history
The four protagonists also had a chance to speak 
and showed their gratitude for their time at the 
club. “It’s truly an honour to have spent so long at 
Real Madrid,” said Gento. Amancio, for his part, 
said, “these events take me back to my 14 years 
representing this marvellous club.” Meanwhile 
Butragueño remembered his 24 years with The 
Whites: “15 as a player and nine as an executive. In 
my life there are two main parts: Real Madrid and 
my family. The two have made me what I am and 
both have helped me so much,” he said. Ronaldo 
added: “To go down in the history of Real Madrid 
is the biggest thing in football. That’s why I’m so 
grateful to the president for signing me, for bringing 
me to the club and for letting me make history here.”

The book’s author also spoke: “We’ve chosen to 
leave the present, which wears us down, in order to 
dip into the past, which makes us young again”. In 
Corazones blancos, we find “four legends of world 
football and it’s breath-taking to read the list of 
their honours”. Continuing the theme, José Antonio 
López, president of the publisher Everest, said it 
was time “to pay tribute to these players who made 
this the greatest club of all time.” 

Presentations
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–la Caixa Foundation has renewed its Com-
mitment to the real madrid Foundation’s soCial 
sports sChools in Castile-la manCha, whiCh 

FoCus on soCial integration. does la Caixa share the 
values oF sport as an eduCational tool?

–At la Caixa Foundation, we believe that sport 
is a crucial educational tool. Sport’s capacity for 
action, and the values of hard work, overcoming 
challenges, respect, team work, solidarity and 
humility it entails are a true vision for life. Sport  
and culture are two of the most powerful 
educational tools there are. Both are essential 
instruments in achieving human welfare, and act  
as a driving force in society.

–whiCh projeCts would you partiCularly 
highlight within the work oF la Caixa Foundation 
in Castile-la manCha?

–The implementation of social programmes 
is our fundamental priority. Overcoming child 
poverty in Spain, promoting employment among 
underprivileged social groups, caring for people 
with advanced disease, improving access to 
housing for underprivileged social groups and 
supporting an active, healthy lifestyle for older 
people are our key lines of work. The organisation 
also promotes education and research programmes 
and projects aimed at protecting the environment 

and popularising science, as well as cultural 
outreach initiatives aimed at people of all ages and 
levels of education. There really is no front we’re not 
active on, no social need we don’t meet.

–you Currently partiCipate in Four sChools. 
do you have plans to inCrease your involvement in 
the initiative?

–Our plan is to support projects that are 
sustainable over time in Castile-La Mancha and 
Extremadura, with the aim of benefiting the largest 
possible number of people through programmes 
that provide them with opportunities where la 
Caixa is present. We’re promoting the Real Madrid 
Foundation’s project because it not only meets a 
sporting need in young people that we feel it is 
important to support, but it also addresses education 
and welfare. We stand out not only as the foundation 
with most resources, but also because we make 
sure we make good use of the resources we have, 
by optimising our budget. We believe that our firm 
commitment to the Real Madrid Foundation’s football 
schools is a prime example of this. 

–what aspeCt oF the joint projeCts between 
la Caixa and the real madrid Foundation 
in Castile-la manCha would you espeCially 
highlight?

–That the same project can be implemented 
in different provinces in Castile-La Mancha and 
Extremadura, the operational area of the territorial 
management, and that we’ve also extended it to 
other la Caixa operational areas following this 
successful experience. We commit to each school 
for a minimum period of two years, and it’s a real 
source of satisfaction to be able to see what has 
been achieved at the end of that period.

Juan Ignacio Zafra told us more about 
la Caixa Foundation’s commitment to 
the values of sport and culture, and its 
work with the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
social sports schools. 

Area Manager for the la Caixa in Castile-La Mancha and Extremadura
Juan Ignacio Zafra

“Sport and culture are two of the most 
powerful educational tools there are”
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Inside news

President of Real Madrid visits Colombia Partnership between Microsoft and the Foundation
Florentino Pérez travelled to South America to 
visit students at the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
social sports schools in Colombia. The Real 

Madrid president visited the Coldeportes Centre of 
High Performance in Bogotá, as part of an event 
attended by more than 500 boys and girls from the 
Foundation’s schools throughout the country. 

Florentino Pérez delivered a speech, explaining 
to the pupils: “Sport helps us to be better people, 
through qualities such as dedication, hard work 
and sacrifice.” He also described the objectives of 
the social sports schools in Colombia: “You, boys 
and girls, have the right to dream, and this time 
together at the Real Madrid Foundation will help 
you. You deserve a great future, and what you must 
never do is give up. Real Madrid will always be with 
you and with Colombia.”

In addition to this mass meeting attended by the 
pupils of the Foundation’s schools, the president’s 
visit to Colombia saw him join Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos Calderón in attending the ‘Soul 

The Real Madrid Foundation has signed a 
collaboration agreement with Microsoft, with 
the aim of providing training to those young 

people most at risk of social exclusion in order to 
improve their chances of future employment. The 
Foundation’s 54 social sports schools in Colombia 
will be the first to implement this technology project, 
which includes the donation of software by Microsoft 
as part of the company’s YouthSpark programme.

The alliance was presented at the Santiago 
Bernabéu by Real Madrid President Florentino Pérez. 
Through the partnership, said, “we accept that our 
brands are leaders in a highly competitive world, but 
do not forget that we have an obligation to use our 
potential and strength to help the disadvantaged. To 
do so, we apply our knowledge of sports (Real Madrid 
Foundation) and technology (Microsoft) to try and 
create a better and fairer world.” Why Colombia first?  
“It is a place that we feel special affection for, and our 
Foundation’s presence and work with over 50 schools 
throughout the country is proof of that affection.”

of Reconciliation’ charity tournament, held in the 
country’s capital. The competition was played by 
the children of demobilised people in the process of 
reintegration, with the winners rewarded with a trip to 
see a Real Madrid match at the Santiago Bernabéu. 
"We are presenting this tournament so that, through 
football, we can all get along well regardless of 
ideology, race or religion,” said the Madrid president.

Florentino Pérez also met Colombian Minister 
of Labour Rafael Pardo, presenting him with a Real 
Madrid shirt bearing Cristiano Ronaldo’s name and 
number 7, as well as a replica of the Bernabéu. During 
his stay in the country, the Real Madrid president 
was awarded Colombia’s Order of Congress (Knight 
Class) at Bogotá’s Capitolio Nacional, which houses 
the Colombian Congress. Florentino Pérez expressed 
his gratitude at receiving the distinction, commenting: 
“This is recognition of the firm commitment of the Real 
Madrid Foundation – to a large extent the heart and 
soul of this football club – as an instrument to help 
those who are most vulnerable, particularly children.”

Speaking from the Colombian capital of 
Bogotá, Emilio Butragueño said: “We believe that 
this alliance is the kick-off of a long match. Thanks 
to this initiative, the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
social sports schools will enjoy many opportunities 
to connect with the world. The implementation of 
Microsoft software means that the foundations and 
children can work better, breach distances and 
share all their successes.”

Expressing his pride at being a part of the 
alliance, Microsoft’s Vice-President of Emerging 
Markets, Orlando Ayala, added: “With this software 
donation, we hope to help thousands of people 
associated with the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
activities. These types of technologies enable 
organisations to improve their management, 
productivity and sustainability.”

The project is to be extended to each of the 
20 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
in which Real Madrid Foundation social sports 
schools are located.
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The Real Madrid Foundation and the Chinese 
government have signed an agreement that 
will see football take its place on the 

curriculum at state schools in the country. The 
School Soccer Master Plan for China is to be 
implemented in two phases. In the first, the plan and 
the implementation strategy will be designed, taking 
no longer than 12 months. In the second, the plan 
will be applied as a pilot study in state schools in 
Shanghai and Xiamen.  

Real Madrid President Florentino Pérez and 
Yang Liguo, secretary general of the Chinese 
Ministry of Education's National Department of 
Sport for Students, signed the agreement at an 
event in Beijing. Those also present included the 
Spanish Minister of Education, Culture and Sport 
José Ignacio Wert, State Secretary for Education 
Montserrat Gomendio Kindelan and the Spanish 
Ambassador to China Manuel Valencia.

Speaking at the event, Florentino Pérez 
thanked the Chinese government for “the trust that 
is being placed in our club and in the Real Madrid 
Foundation.” He continued: “Football transcends 
all borders. Real Madrid is a universal entity and 
is fully aware that it must return the affection and 
devotion it receives from every corner of the world. I 
have to say that, in China, we sense an excitement 

Real Madrid Foundation to coach 
football at Chinese schools

for our club that is extremely special. That’s why 
we’re also undertaking interesting projects such 
as the football academy in Guangzhou, currently 
attended by 2,300 children – with a view to 
expanding its capacity to 10,000 – which employs 
24 FIFA coaches who are responsible for carrying 
out training courses for coaches and taking training 
sessions at the academy.”

The signing of the agreement is the culmination 
of the memorandum of understanding that the Real 
Madrid Foundation signed on 16 April 2013 with 
the Chinese University Sports Federation and the 
Chinese School Sport Federation.

From left to right: Secretary general Yang Liguo, minister 
José Ignacio Wert, president Florentino Pérez and 
ambassador Manuel Valencia.

The Real Madrid Foundation has offered a 
further demonstration of its commitment to 
senior citizens, signing a collaboration 

agreement with SARquavitae to implement the 
Programme of Physical Activity for Elderly People 
at the Arturo Soria residential centre. The official 
signing ceremony was attended by Emilio 
Butragueño and Ignacio Zoco, who is vice-
president of the Real Madrid Veterans’ Association, 
together with SARquavitae’s General Manager, 
Javier Jiménez, and Deputy Director of Institutional 
Relations, Agustín Lopesino.

Collaboration agreement between Real Madrid 
Foundation and SARquavitae platform

SARquavitae is an integrated platform of 
centres and services that provide health and 
social care to senior citizens, catering for almost 
200,000 people a year at 50 residential centres, 
14 disability care centres, 57 day care centres and 
three complexes of housing with services. 

The platform also brings home help to more 
than 13,102 people, offers emergency medical and 
nursing services that carry out 76,600 home  
visits a year, attends to 26,500 telecare users  
a day and provides a helpline for medical and  
social assistance.

Inside news
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A group of young volunteers, representing 
the Everybodycar football team and the Red 
Davis basketball side, became the first to 

take part in a programme of voluntary work in 
prisons when they travelled to play at the 
Valdemoro (Madrid III) Prison.

Thanks to this initiative, the prison’s inmates 
are given the chance to play with other teams and, 
through sport, learn values that will help them in 
their reintegration into society when released.

Launched in November 2012, the initiative is 
having a positive impact. More volunteers have 
now come forward to participate in the project, 
providing inmates with the motivation to improve 
themselves as individuals.

Real Madrid Foundation volunteers 
kick off activities in prisons

In 2003, the Real Madrid Foundation signed an 
agreement with the General Directorate of Penal 
Institutions and the Fundación Padre Garralda to 
actively collaborate in the programme of the social 
sports schools in correctional facilities and employ 
all the means and techniques at its disposal 
to contribute to the rehabilitation and social 
reintegration of prisoners.

Since then, the number of prisons throughout 
Spain that now benefit from these activities – 
aided by the collaboration of the ACS Foundation 
– has risen to 21. For the second year in a row, 
the transport operator Interbus has also chosen 
to participate in the programme by providing 
volunteer travel services.

Director of Institutional Relations, Emilio 
Butragueño. As part of this agreement, the Real 
Madrid Foundation will provide instructors and the 
training materials required for the activities, which 
will take place two days a week with the objective 
of promoting active ageing. “The programme will be 
complemented by talks providing guidelines on diet 
and ways to lead a healthy life,” Butragueño added.

Grupo Sanyres offers residences, apartments 
and home care services for senior citizens. In total, 
it accommodates more than 3,500 residents over 
20 centres throughout Spain, and boasts a staff 
of over 1,500 fully dedicated to the care and well-
being of seniors.

The Real Madrid Foundation and Grupo 
Sanyres have signed a collaboration 
agreement to kick off the Programme of 

Physical Activity for Elderly People at the Sanyres 
Loreto residence in central Madrid and the Sanyres 
senior centre in Aravaca. The aim of the project is to 
offer senior citizens a range of physical activities 
that will improve their health, including their 
cardiovascular and skeletal muscle systems, as well 
as cognitive and social capacities.

The event was attended by Enrique Sánchez, 
executive vice-president of the Real Madrid 
Foundation, Grupo Sanyres General Director 
Ramón Berra de Unamuno and Real Madrid’s 

Grupo Sanyres and Real Madrid Foundation 
aim to keep seniors fit and healthy

Inside news
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Board of Trustees

Season 2012/13 accounts approved
Presided over by Florentino Pérez, the Real 
Madrid Foundation’s Board of Trustees met 
at the Santiago Bernabéu in October to 

approve the accounts of the 2012/13 season.
During the meeting, the trustees were 

informed of the Foundation’s economic and 
financial situation and the accounts, with an 

unqualified audit opinion, were presented. The 
meeting emphasised the positive results of the 
strategic plan initiated by the Board of Trustees 
in September 2009, which has led to the Real 
Madrid Foundation being involved in more than a 
hundred social projects in Spain and around 200 
international collaboration projects in 67 countries. 

TAKING CARE OF YOURSELF
IS HAVING THE PEACE OF MIND
OF KNOWING YOU ARE PROTECTED
IN EVERY MOMENT OF YOUR LIFE

sanitas.es
901 222 224

Health insurance
Hospitals
Health centres
Dental insurance
Milenium Dental clinics
Other health services
Wellness centres
Care homes

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

• 210X280 REAL MADRID.pdf   1 29/11/13   11:24



22

The Real Madrid Foundation’s 
Campusexperience had a successful 
finish to its summer season. The last 
camp was held in Antalya (Turkey), 
one of 12 international camps held in 
addition to the eight Spanish ones.

The camp held in the Turkish city of 
Antalya was the crowning touch to the 
2013 season, with the Real Madrid 

Foundation’s summer camps having covered the 
following disciplines: football; basketball; technical 
football skills; football and tennis; and football and 
languages. They took place across a network of 
20 camps: 12 international (Europe, Asia, Middle 
East and America) and eight in Spain. At each 
of them the sporting side was complemented by 
a focus on the values that are so much a part of 
Real Madrid: leadership, self-control, teamwork 
and a respect for others. 

Amongst the new features of this summer’s 
Campusexperience, it is worth highlighting the 
Iker Casillas Foundation Technical Goalkeeping 
Skills course and the addition of camps in Oxford 
(England), Austria, Bulgaria, Slovenia, the 
Netherlands, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Saudi Arabia 
and, as mentioned above, Turkey. 

Positive results
Nearly 100 youngsters, from eight to 16 years old, 
took part in the Turkish camp, which was held at the 
Mardan Sports Complex. Adem Zengin, head of the 
camp and a partner of the Real Madrid Foundation 
in Turkey, summed up the first ever Turkish camp: 
“We’re really pleased with the results of this first 
edition. It was a big challenge for us to implement 
this type of unconventional camp.”

The Real Madrid Foundation has 
set up a network of 20 camps.

Campusexperience

23

Successful end 
to the 2013 season 
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Campusexperience

Over the course of two weeks, the participants 
in the camp spent three hours a day working on 
values such as fellowship, friendship, and making 
an effort, while practising football. Zengin said, 
“We believe that every day more youngsters 
identify with Real Madrid’s values, and they see 
football as a tool that helps them to grow as 
people. We hope to expand this opportunity to 
other cities in the country soon.”

High levels of participation 
and satisfied students
The 2013 Campusexperience season has seen 
new camps included, all of which have been 
successes, both from a participation standpoint 
and the experience of the students. An example 
of this is Slovenia, where more than 300 children 

took part in sessions, held in the cities Ljubljana, 
Brezice, Kidricevo, Kranj and Koper, dedicated to 
physical training and the development of values. 
The first camp in Bulgaria was held in Burgas, next 
to the Black Sea. There, more than 100 students 
between five and 17 years old enjoyed intense 
days of tactical and technical football training. 
The Campusexperience UK Operations Director, 
Edward Durkin, said of the first camp held in the 
English city of Oxford: “It couldn’t have been better 
in terms of the commitment of the participants.”

In Poland, Dominik Kropidlowski, president 
of the Foundation for Sports and Educational 
Development (FREIS), a partner entity of the Real 
Madrid Foundation, also rated the summer edition 
of the Campusexperience as a success: “We’re 
already working on the 2014 winter edition.” 

Monitors and students at the camp held this summer in Gniewino (Poland).

• 210X280 REAL MADRID.indd   1 11/11/13   12:32:15
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Sport and Disability: 
overcoming stereotypes
The Presidential box of the Santiago Bernabéu hosted the latest edition of the Luis de 
Carlos Forum, dedicated to ‘Sport and Disability’, with the participation of Paralympic 
athletes Jon Santacana, Ramón Bailon and Javier Hernández.

The debate of this edition of the Luis de 
Carlos Forum focused on how playing sport 
can help the personal development of 

disabled people. The round table, chaired by the 
executive vice-president of the Real Madrid 
Foundation and moderated by the journalist 

Paralympics Committee; Yolanda Erburu, head of 
the Sanitas Foundation; Álvaro Alonso, president of 
the Madrid Down Syndrome Foundation and Pablo 
Llanes, president of Holystic Pro Africa and former 
Real Madrid basketball physiotherapist. 

Butragueño highlighted the innovative projects 
being run by the Real Madrid Foundation: “One 
example is the Integration Camp, which allows 
able-bodied and wheelchair-using children to 
share their passion for basketball. There is also 
the specially adapted school in Majadahonda 
for children with intellectual disability, which has 
Nikola Mirotic as its ambassador and with which 
the Euroleague also participates. Furthermore, 
this year we’ve launched our first wheelchair 
basketball school.” The role of the media in the 
diffusion of inclusive and Paralympic sport was 

also discussed. Expanding on that point Miguel 
Sagarra, general secretary of the Spanish 
Paralympics Committee, recalled the recent 
Olympic Games in London, “where the media 
coverage made it the most followed in history.” 
And of course there was no lack of stories of 
overcoming disability; in particular those shared 
by disabled skiers Ramón Bailon and Jon 
Santacana and the Paralympic swimmer Javier 
Hernández (holder of an Olympic diploma from 
the London Olympics). 

Hernández said, “The limits aren’t in the body 
but in the mind of the individual. For me, Real 
Madrid taught me the essentials in life because I 
grew up to the soundtrack of the comebacks and 
the big matches. It inspires you to prove that the 
only thing that is impossible is what you don’t try.” 

Luis de Carlos Forum

Enrique Ortego, saw various Paralympic athletes 
recount their experiences. Also present were 
representatives of institutions involved in disability-
related issues and sport. They included: Emilio 
Butragueño, representing Real Madrid; Miguel 
Sagarra, general secretary of the Spanish 
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Integration through sport is one of the key 
values promoted by the football and basketball 
training courses: ‘They play, we teach’ and ‘For 

a Real Education: Values and Sport’. This 
commitment has seen the coaches of the Real 
Madrid Foundation teach these courses in social 
sports schools in Latin America, the Middle East, 
Portugal, Hungary and Spain.

Students at a school in 
Colombia (left). On the right, 
coaches take part in the course 
held in Bethlehem.

The Real Madrid Foundation’s football 
and basketball programmes travelled to 
Europe, Latin America and the Middle 
East. In Spain, they took in Madrid, Seville 
(Camas) and the Canary Islands (Tenerife, 
Lanzarote and Las Palmas).

It’s all about integration The most recent international training 
programmes carried out by the Real Madrid 
Foundation seek to turn passion for football into 
a tool for the integration of young people at risk 
of social exclusion in Peru and Colombia, and 
to promote peace between Jews, Muslims and 
Christians in Israel and Palestine. 

Latin America and the Middle East
In Lima (Peru), the location chosen by the 
Foundation’s training staff to teach the course ‘They 
play, we teach’ was the social sports school of the 

Martin Luther King Association, which was recently 
recognised as a model project by the International 
Olympic Committee, receiving the organisation’s 
Sport for All grant. 13 coaches from this school 
and the two others in the country, Huachipa and 
Cangallo, participated. The Martin Luther King social 
sports school, the first to be founded, in 2010, is 
attended by 450 pupils at risk of social exclusion, 
aged between five and 17. In addition to learning 
values as they play football, they benefit from 
snacks, health checks and professional training.

With the collaboration of the NGO Cesal and 
funding from the Fundación Mapfre, the Huachipa 
school contributes to providing an all-round 
education for young people in vulnerable situations 
within the communities of Nievería, Jicamarca and 
Cajamarquilla in Huachipa, on the outskirts of Lima. 
The activities take place on the football pitch of the 
Las Flores de Nievería Association.

This season sees the opening of a new school 
at Cangallo – financed by Endesa and with the 
cooperation of the Society of Jesus Religious 
Association – which will target children in the area 
affected by guerrilla group violence. 
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In Colombia, where the social sports schools 
work to take young people at risk of exclusion 
away from street violence and drug use, as many 
as 43 coaches from a variety of regions took part. 
The programme was divided into two: one session 
took place at the Cafam sports facilities in Bogotá, 
and brought together 26 coaches from the social 
sports schools run by the Revel Foundation in 23 
departments of Colombia; the other was held at the 
Las Colinas school and the Polytechnic University of 
Medellín in the city of Itagüí and was attended by 17 
coaches, with 500 children, chosen according to their 
socio-economic status and social difficulties, benefiting.

In the Middle East, the Real Madrid Foundation 
builds on the work of the key social actors in the 
region: the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), the Union of Local 
Authorities in Israel (ULAI) and the Latin Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem. The Foundation’s training programme 
will allow the development in the area of multiple 
schools dedicated to peace and the integration 
of young people of different religious faiths. In the 
Palestinian city of Bethlehem, a training course was 
held for 17 coaches from the first four schools of the 

Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, with a further course 
taking place in the Israeli city of Ramla, attended by 
45 coaches from the ULAI’s 20 schools.

Second basketball training course
Portugal became the first foreign country to host the 
II Training Course for Basketball Coaches, which built 
on the programme offered in April 2012. 17 coaches 
participated in the course, which was held at the Vila 
Nova de Cacela municipal sports hall in Vila Real de 
Santo Antonio. It was aimed both at basketball and 
football coaches from the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
social sports school in Vila Real de Santo Antonio 
and Castro Marim, and external coaches.

The course’s practical features dealt with the 
inclusion of values in training sessions, as well as 
looking at tactical and technical aspects, physical 
conditioning and the rules and regulations. The 
sessions also included the participation of 15 children 
aged between six and 10 from the Vila Nova de 
Cacela school. Thanks to this school, more than a 
hundred boys and girls do sport as an extracurricular 
activity and learn values such as team spirit, respect 
and self-improvement.

The course in Ramla was attended by 45 coaches from the 20 schools of the Union of Local Authorities in Israel (ULAI).

• 210X280 REAL MADRID.pdf   1 11/11/13   12:26
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The Real Madrid Foundation’s technical team 
also travelled to the social sport school in Felcsút, 
Hungary, to give the same course. It was attended 
by four coaches from the Real Tanoda social sport 
project at the Ferenc Puskás Academy, as well as 
seven coaches from the Kornel David Academy, 
whose director, former NBA player Kornel David,  
also put in an appearance.

The 40 children from the Felcsút and Alcsútdoboz 
orphanages who benefit from this school participated 
in the programme’s practical sessions, and the 
coaches received the English version of the book 
Iniciación al Valorcesto, an introductory teaching 
resource for promoting values through basketball 
(‘Valorcesto’ in Spanish is a play on the words for 
value, ‘valor’ and basketball, ‘baloncesto’).

Coaching coaches
Returning to Spain, the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
technical team began the 2013-2014 season giving 
the training course ‘They play, we teach’ to coaches in 
Madrid, the Canary Islands and Seville (Camas). 
The event in the Spanish capital was attended by 60 
coaches from social sports schools and prisons from 

the Community of Madrid, who explored the ideas that 
go into a successful training session and shared some 
of their own experiences in order to better resolve 
queries and doubts. During the two-day course, 
strategies were discussed that can aid teacher-pupil 
understanding, while the concept of sport as a tool for 
conveying values of teamwork, commitment, respect 
and equality was also reinforced.

The programme was also offered in the Canary 
Islands, and was taught for the first time at the 
new school in Tenerife, where the coaches were 
enthusiastic about the idea of turning football into a 
catalyst for the promotion of values. The course also 
enjoyed its second edition at the schools in Lanzarote 
and Las Palmas, which have both been operating 
successfully for some time now, and in the practical 
sessions their students demonstrated the fusion 
between sport, fun and the teaching of values.

The social sport school in Camas (Seville), 
supported by the city council and la Caixa  
Foundation, also benefited from this training 
programme. The course was given to a total of 11  
local coaches at the municipal sports hall and on  
the adjoining seven-a-side football pitch.

The school in Felcsút (Hungary) hosted a course attended by seven coaches, pictured here alongside some pupils.

Sabemos que para los jóvenes la tecnología supone 

un elemento esencial en sus vidas por sus múltiples  

posibilidades. Por eso, la Fundación Real Madrid, en 

colaboración con Google Spain, ha organizado el I Premio  

Google-Fundación Real Madrid de valores en Internet.

El concurso está dedicado a los alumnos de las escuelas 

sociodeportivas de entre 8 y 13 años, que podrán enviar 

un trabajo creativo sobre los valores del deporte que han 

aprendido durante la temporada actual y cómo se aplican al 

uso de Internet y las Nuevas Tecnologías.

Consulta las bases en www.realmadrid.com/fundacion
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The Real Madrid Foundation once again 
participated as a promoting partner in the IV 
Inclusive Sports Week, held in early October 

under the banner ‘Fostering inclusion through inclusive 
sport in education’. The initiative is organised by the 
Sanitas Foundation and the Centre for Inclusive Sport 
Studies, as part of the activities promoted by the 
Strategic Alliance for Inclusive Sport 2010-2015.

Emilio Butragueño took part in the opening 
ceremony, which was held at an inclusive sports 
facility installed for the event in the Plaza de Felipe II in 
Madrid. There, individuals of all ages with and without 
disabilities were given the chance to participate 
together in sports such as athletics, football, basketball 

The insurance company MMT Seguros, 
sponsor of Real Madrid’s basketball first  
team and youth set-up, has demonstrated  

its commitment to social issues for the third year 
running by sponsoring the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
basketball schools. The agreement was finalised 
by Román Rodríguez Casas, president of MMT’s 
administrative board, and Emilio Butragueño of Real 
Madrid, who spoke of his “hope that our cooperation 
will continue for many more years.”

The Real Madrid Foundation has 14 social sports 
schools in the Spanish capital, two of which (an 
inclusive school and a recently-launched school for 
wheelchair-users) are adapted for young people with 
intellectual disabilities. Thanks to the basketball training 
programme aimed at coaches ‘For a Real Education: 
Values and Sport’, students at these schools can learn 
values, increase their independence and develop as 
individuals while playing their favourite sport.

and tennis. The pupils of the adapted basketball school 
took part in an exhibition match with other young 
people, while Real Madrid veterans such as Paco 
Buyo and Santillana played against representatives of 
the Madrid Sports Federation for the Deaf.

Promoting inclusive sport through this type of 
initiative is not only highly beneficial to disabled pupils, 
but also allows other young people to experience 
for themselves the advantages of diversity and the 
increased fun of playing together. In the case of the 
Real Madrid Foundation’s adapted basketball school 
(which this season expands to accommodate a further 
group of students), the goal is to provide a quality 
sporting experience to young people with intellectual 

The Real Madrid Foundation has 14 social sports basketball 
schools in Madrid.

Playing together towards 
a shared target

MMT Seguros 
renews partnership

The IV Inclusive 
Sports Week included 

basketball, football 
and tennis.

disabilities who have difficulties finding a place to 
train with teammates of differing abilities, or gaining 
access to trained coaches. It has been proven that 
if each participant’s abilities are valued they find it 
easier to improve; moreover this practice benefits their 
independence and self-esteem. 

The week was structured in practical and 
theoretical sessions, with the aim of bringing a 
variety of different visions of inclusive sport to those 
interested in the issue. Running parallel to the 
practical sporting activities, a range of presentations 
and round tables were held at the Faculty of Sciences 
for Physical Activity and Sport of the Technical 
University of Madrid.
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First school for wheelchair users

Coaches given training 
in inclusive basketball

The Real Madrid Foundation and Banco Espírito 
Santo have signed a collaboration agreement 
to create what will be the first wheelchair 
basketball school bearing the colours and 

values of the capital club.
It will be located at the La Masó municipal sports 

centre in Madrid, beginning operations with a training 
group and offering individualised care and support 
to 25 players per season. Speaking at the signing of 
the agreement, Emilio Butragueño highlighted that 
the target is “to foster sport without barriers, giving 

Over two days in July, the sports facilities 
of Spain’s National Sports Council and the 
classrooms of the Technical University of 

Madrid’s Faculty of Sciences for Physical Activity  
and Sport hosted the opening course on adapted  
and inclusive basketball.

The participating coaches learned practical and 
theoretical ways to identify the needs of people with 
intellectual and physical disabilities while playing 
stimulating, safe and effective basketball. The 
theoretical section of the course dealt with structural 
and functional aspects, rules and regulations 
and tactical, technical and strategic issues. It also 
discussed organisations promoting adapted and 

everyone the opportunity to engage in it and ensuring 
that disability is not an obstacle towards coexistence.”

The Real Madrid director also explained that 
the new school will be “a place for people to come 
together and share their enjoyment of sport while 
furthering their personal, physical and emotional 
development and adopting healthy habits.” 

Banco Espírito Santo General Manager in 
Spain, Pedro J. Escudero, added: “The Real Madrid 
Foundation is an example to follow in the area of 
corporate social responsibility.”

inclusive basketball, frameworks for sports initiation 
and regional, national and international competitions. 
During the practical section of the course, the coaches 
put pupils from the Niño Jesús del Remedio school 
through adapted exercises, before a session of 
wheelchair basketball was held.

The Real Madrid Foundation’s centres include 
schools adapted for pupils with different abilities, 
such as the adapted basketball school, the social 
sports schools for inclusive football and basketball, 
in collaboration with the Down Syndrome Foundation 
and FEAPS (Spanish Confederation of Organisations 
for People with Intellectual Disabilities), and the new 
wheelchair basketball school.

The coaches who 
took part learned 
ways to identify the 
needs of disabled 
people.

• 210X280 REAL MADRID.pdf   1 11/11/13   12:22
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The new school year starts 
with more than 500 new places
The social sports schools of the Real Madrid Foundation 
are back in action with six new locations: Motril (Granada), 
Oviedo, Tenerife and three in the Community of Madrid. 
Outside Spain the most newsworthy developments have taken 
place in the schools in Latin America, Africa and Asia. 

Activities are back 
underway at the 
Foundation’s social sports 

schools in Spain, with several new 
locations being opened for the 
new term. These will see more 
than 500 boys and girls from 
different socio-economic 
backgrounds, and with different 
capabilities, benefiting from new 
football schools in Motril, Oviedo 
and Tenerife and three basketball 
schools in the Community of 
Madrid: one for children who use 
wheelchairs, another based at the 
municipal sports centre Daoíz y 
Velarde, and a third, adapted for 
disabled students, at the Josep 
Tarradellas state school.

Outside Spain, the news 
highlights are mainly from the 
social sports schools in Latin 
America (El Salvador, Uruguay, 
Paraguay), Mozambique and India. 

Madrid leads the way
The 23 social sports football 
schools in the Community of 

Madrid were the first to restart their 
activities, with more than 1,700 
boys and girls enrolled for the 
2013-2014 school year. In October 
it will be the turn of the other 
football schools across the country, 
together with all the basketball 
schools. Every year the Foundation 
receives numerous requests 
from localities that are keen to 
have an official branch of these 
social sports schools that offer an 
integrated education through the 
universal values of team sports. 

These sporting centres offer 
around three hours of training a 
week during the school months, 
together with sports insurance, 
strips, a tracksuit and a rucksack. 

The Real Madrid Foundation 
currently has 59 schools in Spain 
and has grants for 30% of the 
available places, in order to help 
families who have social and 
economic problems. 

The renewal of the 
collaborative agreement between 
the Real Madrid Foundation and 

Schools
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the Segovia city council, with the 
support of Ecopilas and Ambilamp, 
brings together sports and 
environmental awareness. 

And this is the approach of the 
social sports schools in Segovia, 
founded two years ago, and which 
is attended by 80 youngsters 
between five and 17 years old, 
who train on the seven-a-side 
pitches of Nueva Segovia, whose 
use has been granted by the city 
council’s sports institute. 

Furthermore, the Foundation 
has increased its presence 
in Segovia this season with a 

programme aimed at older people, 
similar to the one in Madrid, and it 
will also work with the city council’s 
school for adapted sports. These 
initiatives follow the goals of the 
Foundation, Real Madrid’s non-
profit organisation, which not only 
works with children, but also with 
older people, hospital groups, 
prisons, refuge centres and 
remand homes. 

Committed to Latin America
In Brazil the Real Madrid player 
Marcelo visited the latest project 
to be opened by the Real Madrid 

A new year and once again the 
boys and girls of the social sports 

schools will enjoy engaging in 
sport while they learn about the 

values of Real Madrid. 
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Foundation in the country and 
shared some entertaining, as well 
as touching, moments with the 
200 students, boys and girls, aged 
between eight and 17, who will 
benefit from the school. 

Having visited the schools 
in Río de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo last year, the Brazilian 
left-back once again showed his 
commitment to good causes, 
attending the inauguration of the 
third social sport school the Real 
Madrid Foundation has in the 
country, located in the Oratorio 

Schools

The boys and girls of the Real Madrid 
Foundation school in Niterói (Brazil) 

enjoying the company of Marcelo,  
with whom they shared some 

memorable moments. 

One hundred youngsters 
arrived at the Bernabéu, the 
point of departure for the 
journey ‘Madrid heads south’ 
(Madrid rumbo al sur), with 
the aim of taking sporting and 
educational material, given by 
the Real Madrid Foundation, 
to the social sports schools in 
Ben Guerir, Marrakech and 
Tangiers (Morocco). This voyage 
to Africa, an initiative of the 
Community of Madrid, aims to 
increase the awareness of the 
participants of the importance 

of values such as cooperation, 
development, volunteering and 
respect for other cultures.

The above-mentioned 
schools of the Foundation in the 
North African country are aimed 
at children at risk of social 
exclusion and are supported 
by the Paideia Association. 
They make up part of the Real 
Madrid Foundation’s African 
Project, which since 2009 
has set up 40 schools in 28 
countries across the continent 
and helped 7,500 youngsters. 

Madrid looks to the south

The new complex is aimed at 
youngsters who are in trouble with 
the law and in situations where 
they are at socio-economic risk. 
It is made up of the Real Itauguá 
social sport school, a vocational 
school, a primary and middle 
school as well as an industrial 
carpentry workshop. 

This major initiative is backed 
by the Paraguayan association 
Virgen de Caacupé and the 
NGO Cesal, and is funded by 
Spanish institutions such as the 
Spanish Agency for International 

attended the inauguration of 
the Community Development 
Centre Luigi Giussani, in the 
city of Itauguá. The Spanish 
Ambassador to Paraguay, Diego 
Bermejo Romero de Terreros, 
and high-ranking officials from 
the other collaborating institutions 
were also present. 

In these centres, as well 
as being able to play football 
two or three times a week 
with coaches schooled in the 
philosophy of the Real Madrid 
Foundation and participate in 
the eagerly anticipated Inter-
academy Tournament, the children 
can be involved in cultural and 
leisure activities such as values 
workshops, talks on disease 
prevention, health checks and 
events for all the family.

In Paraguay, a delegation 
of the Real Madrid Foundation 

Mamá Margarita youth centre, in 
the city of Niterói. 

With the collaboration of the 
Salesian Missions and funding 
from Endesa, this social sport 
school will attempt to keep the 
students safe from the risks 
inherent in their environment, the 
favelas (shanty towns) of the Santa 
Rosa neighbourhood. 

In El Salvador representatives 
of the Real Madrid Foundation 
attended the tenth anniversary 
celebrations of the schools located 
there. They also visited the new 

school in Paraguay and the school 
in Uruguay, opened in 2008. 

Carlos Escudero, one of 
the Foundation board member, 
and Julio González Ronco, its 
managing director, celebrated the 
10-year anniversary of the eight 
social sports schools distributed 
between the capital of El Salvador 
and the rest of the country. These 
schools benefit 850 boys and girls 
between six and 15 years old, and 
are run in collaboration with local 
partner Fundamadrid and the 
Fundación Mapfre.

43
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Cooperation and Development, 
the city council of Seville, the 
Fundación Mapfre and the 
University of Seville.

The social sport school, 
backed by Cesal and the Real 
Madrid Foundation and funded 
by the Fundación Mapfre, has 
63 students between five and 17 
years old and works to motivate 
them in their studies as well as 
educating them in values. 

The visit to the José Emilio 
Santamaría social sport school 
in Montevideo, which bears 

The renewal of the alliance 
between Barclays Bank and 
the Real Madrid Foundation 
in support of the SportBosco 
social sport school in Manique 
(Cascais) has taken place in the 
Portuguese town. This was the 
perfect end to a training course 
being held there, ‘They play, we 
teach’, aimed at coaches of this 
and another two schools the 
Foundation has in the country, 
Funchal, and Vila Real de Santo 
Antonio and Castro Marim. 

The school in Manique, 
which has been running  
for a year, helps social 

integration by using sport  
and scholastic improvement, 
with successful results in 88% 
of cases in this latter area,  
along with a reduction in 
conflictive behaviour. 

More than 100 youngsters 
from Manique and the 
surrounding area have 
benefited from the sporting 
activities along with assistance 
in social, educational, artistic 
and spiritual areas. As well 
as contributing economically, 
Barclays provides teaching  
in financial matters to the  
older students.

Barclays renews its agreement in Portugal

On the right (upper photo), the students 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the 

schools in El Salvador. Below, the former 
Mozambican footballer Tico-Tico, founder 

of the Escolinha do Tico football school.

the name of the legendary 
Uruguayan Real Madrid player, 
was technical in nature. 

The school is based in the 
Méndez Piana stadium of the 
Club Atlético Miramar Misiones 
and is going to have a second 
site at the Cervantes school. In 
total 165 students between six 
and 17 years old play football and 
basketball twice a week. 

The project got off the ground 
in 2008, with the support of the 
Friends of Real Madrid Foundation 
in Uruguay, the Cervantes school 

in Montevideo and the president of 
the republic’s anti-drug programme 
Knock out a las drogas.

Also worth a special mention 
is the IV Tournament to Promote 
Integration, held at Real Madrid 
City, which is the product of 
an agreement, signed in 2010 
between Endesa and the Real 
Madrid Foundation, to make 
dreams come true for children from 
deprived areas of Chile and Peru. 

The competitors in this three-
way tournament were 12 and 
13-year-old children from the 
Recoleta team, winners of the 
Chilectra Cup – organised by 
Endesa in Chile and now in its 11th 
year–, a team from the municipal 
school in Talara, winners of the 
Endesa Cup in Peru – first held 
in 2011– and a youth team from 
the Real Madrid academy. The 
Chileans took the trophy. 

The South American players 
were given a private tour of the 
Santiago Bernabéu stadium, 
attended a Real Madrid match  
and trained at Real Madrid City. 

A smile for Mozambique
In Mozambique the enthusiasm 
shone from the face of every one 
of the students of the social sport 
school as they received their 
new strips and their complete 
motivation was clear to see 
as they started training in the 
facilities of Casa do Gaiato, in  
the city of Maputo. 

The Foundation works with the 
NGO Cruzada por los Niños. The 
school is part of a comprehensive 
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community project dedicated 
to agricultural, commerce and 
education and goes beyond just 
sport, taking care of the education, 
health and future employment 
prospects of nearly one hundred 
boys and girls between six and 
nine years old who are at risk of 
social exclusion.

In a similar vein, the retired 
Mozambican football star Manuel 
'Tico-Tico' Bucuane said “a ball 
made out of whatever” is enough 
to play the country’s favourite 
sport: football. “When I was little 

I played in the street and my 
dream was to be a professional”, 
said the player who captained 
the Mozambique national team 
until 2010 and who played in first 
division teams in Europe, Africa 
and the United States.

Tico-Tico played in his home 
country until he was 16 years 
old and later felt it was his duty 
to return. When he finished his 
career, in South Africa, he was 
aware of the need for footballers 
to give something back and so he 
started a sporting and educational 

project with the NGO Cruzada por 
los Niños with the aim of bringing 
hope to the youngsters of the 
developing country. 

Founder of the Escolinha do 
Tico football school, he considers 
that the collaboration of the 
Foundation with the project gives it 
“added value, because the children 
want to be linked with Real Madrid”, 
and so it is easier to improve their 
living conditions. In his opinion, the 
Foundation provides more visibility 
and attracts sponsors. “In countries 
like Mozambique, before thinking 

On the previous page, a student at the 
school in Mozambique. Above, a group 

of girls, students at the social sport 
school in India.

about creating footballers, we have 
to think about basic needs and 
teaching values such as solidarity, 
team spirit, discipline, etc.,” said 
Tico-Tico, convinced of the need to 
instil these messages while having 
fun. His future projects are aimed 
at going beyond sport and into 
fields such as health and nutrition.

New school in India 
Leaving Africa behind we head 
to India, where the Foundation 
recently opened the St. Thomas 
social sport school in the town of 

Nazareth in the developing region 
of Tiruchirapalli (in the south of 
India), which will benefit 126 boys 
and 74 girls, between 10 and 13 
years old, who come from families 
with few resources. 

In addition to training twice a 
week and playing matches against 
other nearby schools, the students 

will receive food supplements, 
educational assistance and English 
and maths classes. The school is 
the fruit of an agreement signed in 
November 2012 between the Real 
Madrid Foundation and the City of 
Hope and Joy Foundation. 

The inauguration of the new 
centre was attended by volunteers 
from this latter organisation and 
the Catholic bishop of the diocese, 
Father Antonhy Devotta. Last 
February the four coaches at the 
school, along with another 11 from 
the area, received training. 
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International legends, 
champions of Spain
This was the era when Real Madrid first 
began to win international fame, with tours of 
Europe and the Americas and the club’s initial 
major triumphs in Spain. The arrival of the 
legendary player Ricardo Zamora, the change 
of stadium and the outbreak of the Civil War 
marked this epoch in the club’s history.

Football was becoming ever more popular, 
leading Real Madrid to think about the need to 
look for a larger ground, with the directors and 

the captain of the team, Santiago Bernabéu, 
negotiating the use of the velodrome at the sports 
facilities in Ciudad Lineal, which held 8,000 
spectators. The inaugural game was played on 29 
April 1923, with Real Madrid beating Irún 2-0 with 
goals from José María Úbeda. At this time Atlético 
were building the Metropolitano: Madrid was the 
footballing capital of Spain.

However, the move to Ciudad Lineal was nothing 
more than a short break before the main course: the 
ground at Chamartín, which doubled the capacity to 
15,000 spectators. At the inauguration, on 17 May 
1924, tribute was paid to the architect and former 
Whites player, José María Castell. After Infante Don 
Gonzalo took the honorary kick-off, the game against 

the FA Cup winners, Newcastle, 
started. The match finished 
with a 3-2 win for Real Madrid, 
unleashing wild celebrations in 
the stands. 

A year later the team was off 
on its travels, touring England, 
Denmark and France – however 
the most successful trip was that 
to the Americas in 1927, where 
the club’s legend began to be 
forged. They played 16 matches, 
won nine, lost four and drew 
three, scoring 44 goals and 
conceding 22. 

The team had been reinforced by February 1929, 
when Real Madrid played the first match in a new 
competition that would yield so many happy days for 
the club: the Spanish league. The club was one of 10 
chosen to make up the first division and started with a 
5-0 win against CE Europa from Barcelona. 

To the major additions the club made at the end of 
1928: Cabo Morera López and new local hero Gaspar 
Rubio, was added, at the close of the decade, the 
signing of the great Ricardo Zamora. “Zamora, Ciriaco, 
Quincoces…” Football fans of the 30s knew that any 
line-up for Real Madrid or Spain would always start 
with this outstanding back three, who have gone down 
in the history of football as one of the best there has 
ever been. The legends of Ciriaco and Quincoces go 
hand in hand. “Ciriaco and I were one and the same”, 
Jacinto Quincoces would often say.

More sporting success
In the following decade there were major triumphs. 
In spite of the fierce rivalry with Athletic Bilbao, Real 
Madrid made their mark on the league, winning their 
first and second league titles in 1931-32 and 1932-33. 
If in the first the highlight was the defensive solidity 
of the trio of Zamora, Ciriaco and Quincoces, in the 

second it was the recently arrived Barcelona idol José 
Samitier who surprised with his refined technique and 
vision, while Olivares proved himself, top scoring with 
16 goals. On 6 May 1934 they won the Cup, breaking 
a 17-year drought by beating Valencia 2-1 in the final.

The last great match before the outbreak of the 
Civil War, in Valencia, on 21 June 1936, saw Real 
Madrid take on Barcelona, with the two already the 
leading teams in Spanish football. Real Madrid won 
2-1 thanks to a legendary parry from Zamora, his 
last official save for the team, and the performances 
of Ciriaco, Quincoces, P. Regueiro, Bonet, Sauto, 
Eugenio, L. Regueiro, Sañudo, Lecue and Emilín.

The start of the Civil War sent football, already the 
main sport in Spain, into the wilderness for three years. 
Real Madrid’s ground was destroyed and the players 
and members dispersed. At the end of hostilities on 
19 April 1939, the former president of the club Pedro 
Parages convened a meeting to rebuild Real Madrid. 

Real MadRid 1921-1940

View of Real Madrid’s ground, the ‘first 
Chamartín’ with a capacity of 23,000 
spectators, with the Real Madrid first 
team of the 1931-1932 season, winner 
of the club’s first league title. 

1931. Ciriaco, Zamora and Quincoces, the most extraordinary 
back three Real Madrid and Spanish football have had. 

Real Madrid’s 1933-34 team squad, winners of 
the Spanish Cup. On the right, Real Madrid player 
Santiago Bernabéu. 

Real Madrid Trophies 
1921-1940

8 times Regional Champion
5 Mancomunado Trophies

2 Spanish Cups
2 Leagues
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Volunteers

Get involved in our project!
There are many ways that you can help other 
people, and giving your free time is one of 
the best. For this reason, the work volunteers 

do is fundamental to the Real Madrid Foundation’s 
activities. The roles most commonly taken on by our 
volunteers include: offering care to disabled people 
during football and basketball matches, providing 
support to immigrant children at the socio-sporting 

schools or participating in the Foundation’s social 
welfare activities. This support is needed the whole 
year round, so we’re grateful that every day there 
are so many people interested in giving their time 
to be there for those who need it the most.

You too can be a part of our project. Get in 
touch with the Real Madrid Volunteer Office: 
voluntariosfundacionrealmadrid@corp.realmadrid.com

At “la Caixa” Foundation we invest time, 
effort and resources in programmes aimed at 
the educational development and well-being 
of more than 200,000 boys and girls 
in disadvantaged situations. We ensure their 
access to something as essential and basic 
as education.

www.laCaixaFoundation.com ∙ 902 22 30 40

There are no hopeful poor children

We work to fight child 
poverty to improve 
their future
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